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THE ROYAL ARCH LEGEND.

I may express are either the oplnions expressed in those
various worlks or my own conclusions drawn from them.

In considering the Legend of the Royal Arch as rct
out in our Ritual one must come to the conclusion thot 1Lt
i1s a Degree or Order which i1s concerned with things
Spiritual but 1t has besen sald that 1t has no plzce in any
of the various religlous systems of mankind e~ suc ., sinze
1ts inspirations are drawn from many systems .1 many sournes
taking from each that which was considered .5 2e the Tecs
and dilscarding all other matter 80 that that thich hax Xesen
taken to meke up the whole has now becom; ‘a collaectior
of significant symbols.

In this connection it must ba Tamuembered that
there was a strong and indeed almo.t complete Christian
influence over early speculative Mesonry 34 ‘his country
and that it was notudntil the Constutions »f 1723 that
for the first tims a candidats lop Freemasonry was required
to be a person who had a bellsf in a Supeilor Being the
Architect of Heaven and Eaoth, no mat'er what his
religion or manner of Worship migh:. L3, whereas previous
to that date a candida*~ fop Freewssunry in this country
had apparently been reqajred ‘n eslhristian.,

There can be verw 11ttle Woubt that the Royal
Arch was introdussd into “this country at about the time
of this signifitars change \in the qualification of
candidates, ¢and 1 ths aavly days 1t appears to be quite
definite that vie Royel Arch was worked as a Christian
Degree., It very otrongly suggested that the very
fact thedl such a chahgs had been made led many of those
In authortsy in the valous Lodges to welcome and to help
to spread a Christian Degres in order to offset what they
regu.ded as adstep away from Christianity which had bsen
vakan by the Fratsrnlty 1n those Constitutions of 1723,

As his Usen sald there can be very little doubt
that {n"the middle 1700's the Royal Arch was introduced
‘nto"Erglind and all the 6vldence supports a suggestion
that at about the same time 1t was also introduced into
Scotlend and Irelard, Most of the authorities appear
to agree that 1t was introduced from the Continent of
Europe where 1t is suggested 1t owed 1ts origin to some
clever framsr of degress Ly whom it was evolved to
harmonize with the Taira Degree in Craft masonry. I have
been uneble to trace any Writer who can speak of an
eadler rscord of the Royal Arch than about 1730.

In these very early days there was so far as can be
ascertained very little of our present ceremony in the
Royal Arch working, which was carried out in the Craft
Lodge and was quite clearly regarded as a fourth degree.

It 1s interesting to consider how the Royal Arch
working or Degree ever cams to be accepted and one writer
puts forward the theory that in the earliest days the
Royal Arch was introduced from the Continent into what
can only be called non-regular lodges or in other words
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lodges which did not admit any alleglence to any Grand
Lodgs or other governing body. It is thought that such )
non-regular lodges thrived on having "something different
which the other or regular lodges had not and that when
visitors from regular lodges found that a ceremony or
degree was being worked in the non-regular lodges from
which they were excluded they prevailed upon their own
lodges to work the new degree. This may well have bezn
the manner in which the working spread and it does scem to
be generally accepted that the Degree or wor king was . put
forward as a then recently discovered part of

anclent freemasonry which was the completion ~f ta, thira
degrese a claim which we still make in our own carcmony
when the candidate 1s told "You may perhaps ‘w.gine tha#
you have this evening received a fourth degrec in
Freamasonrx. This 1s not so, 1t is the Na,ter Masoi.'s Degraee

That the new or additional Degroe was one which
had an immediste appeal cannot be dsubted and n a
comparatively short period - protahly no mare. than thir ty
years - the degree made its app:are.ce 1in verious places
scattered all over the British 1ales and tiisre are
numerous references in old m: rates and otusr papsers
belonging to very old Crafy louges vh.Ch/ shew that members
were "admitted" or 'bassed” o "raigai" ag it was
variously called to the.naw Degree. it has been sald
perhaps rather cynicallly that <n'ths early days the Degrees
was frowned upon by (Ghose in atvihority in the various
Grand Lodges and tha“ the spiaad of the Degree was eilther
as has alreedy bear.said *n ROu-regular lodges or in
those Lodgss which wsrs eiwer strong enough to 1ignore
Grand Lodge ar 3o-weak +hot Grand Lodge ignored them,
This position h-3 howerer changsd by 1767 when the powers
that be in tiv person op Lord Blayney the Grand Master
took the aditional deg es and immediately he had himself
been admittad to the noyal Arch constituted the "Grand and
Royal““hapter of the Royal Arch of Jerusalem by Chap ter
of Compact" and wa. himself ths first "Grand Master of
the Most Excellont Chapter or FourthDegree",

Ths lasistence of those days that the Royal Arch
vay a Founti Degree apparently continued until the general .
»9gotlacion which led to the Union of 1813 when it was
&greed that "pure Anclent Masonry consists of three degrees
and no _mors namely those of Entered Apprentice, Fsllow Craft
and Muster Mason inciuding the Supreme Order of the Holy
Royal Arch,"

In Scotland the Royal Arch 1s regarded as g
fourth degree, but not so in Ireland,

The qualifications required of a candifate for
the Royal Arch have from time to time varied and are in
fact now different in England Scotlana Ireland and America,

In England a Master Mason may be exalted to the
Degres, the ceremony being in a properly constituted
Chapter which is attached to and takes the nams and number
of a warranted Lodge.



In Scotland the Oraft mason must take the
Mark and Excellent Master degrees before he can bscome
a Royal Arch Mason, The Mark degree he takes in a Craft
Lodge or in a Royal Arch Chapter, the Excellent Master in
a Royal Arch Chapter.

In Ireland the Craft mason before he can becoms
a Royal Arch Mason must take the Mark degree which h can
only do in a Royal Arch Chapter in which there are thiwve
further grades, Excellent, Super Excellent and Raval Arch,

In the United States only Masters and Pau.
Masters in the craft are eligible for the dugre and %t
1s for this reason that a cons tructive Past Mosters Cegrse
1s worked since otherwise there would be- insufficisnt
candldates for the Royal Arch. Many mem-ers of cis
Chapter will remember American service men who visited
our lodges during the war years had.talren this degree
without ever being the Master of tieir Lodge." In America

also thers are four gredes Mark Mason, Pasi Master Most
Excellent Master and Royal Arch’ wnich are vaken in that order,

Just as the qualificatib>n for the Dogree has
varied from time to time &d4d =4 still d¥fferent in the
various countries so the Legond updn-wiich the s tory
unfolded in the a ctual coremony hes varied and still varies

The Bnglish Roval irch adopted the legend of the
Rebullding of the Wemnls,

The Irish Qdonts the vtory of the Repairing of the
Temple »

The Chie? offiecersiin the English legend are Z. H
and J,

TaeChlef ofrficers in the Irish Legend are Josiah the
Kingjh\ htlkiah(the Priest and Shaphan the Scribe.

Auerica’1akes the English Legend but borrows the
rames of “he“principals from the Irish story.

Scatland takes the English legend and principals,

Tis significance of the fact that the English lsgend
1s based on the Rebuilding of the Templse whilst the Irish
1s based on the Repeliring of the Temple can best be appreciated
by a very trief glarce at the History of the Temple of
King Solomon. After ths death of King Solomon ten of the
tribes whose bannsrs ars depicted in the Chapter broks away
to form an indspsrdrns Kingdom lsaving only the tribes of
Judah and Benjamin %o hold the stronghold at Jerusalem.
From time to time for nsar.ly 400 ysars Palsstine was
devastatod ir ware hesween Syria and FEgypt until in the 5th
Jear of ths reign of Reheoboam the King of Egypt sacked
Jerusaler and carrled ofr sll the geld from the Temple but
leaving ths ramcus hrasswork, At sbout this time the ten
ind=psndent “ribes weres 2 ttacked cvercome and removed into
cauiivlty but for thas two tribes which remained. Hezekiah

eclred peace by paying tribute and he was allowed to

s
restore Temple worship with the result that some eighty



years later Josliah was able to repalr the Temple amd
refurnish it with vessels of gold. It was at this time
that Shaphan found the lost volumnes of the Sacrsd Law in
the Treasury, thus ferming the besis of ths Irish Legend.
Shortly after this repair and refurnishing Nebuchadne=zzen
had his own nominee rulying in Jerusalem, a nominee 'ho
turned traitor and was about to harnd over jerusalen +¢ the
Egyptlians when his plot was discovered, As a reenuit

the Temple was destroyed and all the vessels Af frord and
brass were carried off to Babylon with the de:candants o
the two tribes, but General Nabuzaradan lef. tohind tre
pocrer tynes and thoss who "basely fled" for the purpose
of tilling the ground,

Cymua, King of Persia who now ih varn overtirew the
Assyrians and occupied Babylon invitad\the two tribes to
retirn and to rebuild the City and“iory Tempiv, and after
delays caused by the death of Cyrus and a ¢nonge of heart
on %the part of nis Successor, Zsruboabel «acaompanied by
Joshua carried out the work. .Tu will be shen that
Z. H, and J, were associated(tn,the woik wot in the days of
Cyrus as our Logend has 1itibus“about - ecentury later. Ezra
and Nehemish f¢gure in the kiglish (and Scottish werking
of the degres but as a maotor of pure history this is
Incorrsct inasuuch as 4+ has taen estatlished that Ezra
arrived in Jerusalem 5& years aiter the rebuilding of
the Temple and not/a* “hs tiis“the ground was prepared

for the foundation whillst, Neheiah was some twenty years
later still,

From there variations it will be seem that the
degree =3 wonksd in Tngland 1s a fabrication based upon
various «facts which'ha . e been gathered together from
differsntiosriods. of ilstory to make one workable whole
Into Waich the te:chings of the Degree can be fashioned.
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